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144th Stated Meeting of 
the Presbytery of Arkansas 

 
 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Technology-Aided Meeting 

Revised Docket 
 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 

We Gather in God’s Name 
 
8:30 am Prelude 
  Written minute announcements, news, directions, and fliers – “Chat” function on. 
 
8:45 am      Preliminaries 

Welcome  – Moderator MWS Marion Humphrey 
Explanation of Technology – Host MWS Jeff Price  
Welcome to all in Attendance – Stated Clerk MWS Leslie Belden 
Explanation of Voting, Counting Votes, and Taking Roll – Stated Clerk Belden 
“Chat” function remains on until the gavel. 

 
9:00 am Call to Order and Declaration of a Quorum – Moderator Humphrey 

With the lighting of the Christ Candle and Prayer 
 

 Words of Welcome - General Presbyter MWS Stewart Smith 
 

9:10 am Consent Agenda 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda - Stated Clerk Belden (requires a 
second)  (The Consent Agenda is Section A.) 

We Encounter God’s Word 
9:15 am  Worship 

The offering recipient for this Presbytery meeting has been designated to Ferncliff 
Camp and Conference Center to offset their loss of income due to COVID-19.  
Please go to presbyark.org and click on the “Donate Now” button in the top left-
hand corner of the screen to make a donation to Ferncliff. 
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10:00 am Coffee Break  
Written minute announcements, news, directions, and fliers – “Chat” function on. 

We Respond to God’s Call  
 
10:15 am Celebrations and News of the Presbytery 
 

What new staff members are hearing and learning - Presbytery Builder 
MWS Carol Clark, HR, and Presbytery Connector RE Julie Price  
 
Hearing from our Congregations and their Pastors – Being the Church 
in this new world of technology dependence and social distancing 

 
10:50 am Decisions of the Presbytery 
 

Hearing about what’s going on financially – Treasurer RE Bob Boehmler 
and Committee on Administration Moderator RE Tom Verdery (The report 
is Section D.)  
 
Hearing from the Presbyterian Foundation and Board of Pensions – 
Joseph Moore of the Presbyterian Foundation and Kevin Keaton of the 
Board of Pensions 

 
Motions of the Coordinating Team – Moderator RE David Stricklin. (The 
report is Section B.) 
 

Announcement:  Standing for Co-Moderator of the 224th General 
Assembly - MWS Marie Mainard-O’Connell 

 
Motions of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry – Moderator 
MWS Susan Gray  (The report is Section C.)  
 
Motions of the Committee on Ministry – Moderator RE Cyril 
Hollingsworth   (The report is Section E.)  
 
 Necrology – Moment of Silence on behalf of MWS Fred Taylor 

 
11:50 pm   The Presbytery in Song 
  

We Are Sent in God’s Service 
 
12:00 pm         Benediction and Adjournment 
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Section D 

Report of the Committee on Administration 
 

RE Tom Verdery 
Moderator 

 
For Information: 
 

1. With the additions of Carol Clark (Presbytery Builder) and Julie Price (Presbytery 
Connector), the Presbytery of Arkansas is now fully staffed and focused on supporting the 
needs of the churches and its members in 2020 and beyond. The Committee on 
Administration is responsible for supporting our staff and finances for the Presbytery of 
Arkansas and our denomination. 

 

2. While 2020 financial results to date appear challenging, the Committee on Administration 
is optimistic that the Presbytery will complete the calendar year on or close to a balanced 
operating income budget. While year to date Mission Acceptance appears below average, 
it is because much of the benevolence revenue comes in at the end of the year from several 
churches. Administration anticipates expenses to be lower in some areas due to the Covid-
19 pandemic. 
 

3. The church benevolence report appears higher than reported in the Operating Income 
Statement through April due to time lags of reporting church gifts from the record keeping 
services at Texas Presbyterian Foundation. The Committee on Administration is optimistic 
in the 2020 Presbytery Benevolence from congregations and grateful for the congregations’ 
continued support during these uncertain times. 
 

4. To help support all of the Presbytery’s churches during this difficult financial year, the 
Presbytery of Arkansas has extended the Short-Term Operating Assistance Program 
through August 28, 2020. Any church who is interested in a 0% interest rate loan, please 
contact the Presbytery office to receive further details on this program. 
 

5. With all of the staff transitions in 2019, the Committee on Administration has begun the 
process of a full review of all of the financial books and records made during 2019 by a 
certified public accountant firm. The goal is to have this review completed by the end of 
the summer of 2020. 
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Operating Income Statement - April 30, 2020 
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Benevolences – June 2, 2020 
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Balance Sheet Summary - April 30, 2020 
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Section E 

Report of the Committee on Ministry 
 

RE Cyril Hollingsworth 
Moderator 

 
For Action 
 
Motion to approve the call of MWS Sara Anne Berger as Pastor of Grace Presbyterian 
Church, with the effective date of August 3, 2020, and enroll her as a member of the 
Presbytery of Arkansas, pending her dismissal by the Presbytery of the Pines, with the 
following terms of call: 

Effective Salary 
Cash Salary     $30,040.00 
Housing Allowance    $14,000.00 
 

Reimbursable Expenses 
Business/Professional Expenses  $1,200.00 
SECA Supplement (up to 50%)  $3,369.06 
Continuing Education   $3,500.00 
Full Medical/Pension   $16,294.00 
Moving costs (up to)    $1,500.00 

 
Paid Vacation     4 weeks 
Paid Continuing Education    2 weeks 
Paid Parental Leave     6 weeks 
Sabbatical plan to be approved by the COM at the end of five years of full-time 
ministry. 

 
MWS Sara Anne Berger’s Statement of Faith is included as Section E – Attachment I.  Approval 
of the Administrative Commission and worship service to install her will be put before the 
Coordinating Team for consideration at a later date. 
 
 
For Information 
 
A new sample covenant/contract for sessions to use when writing a covenant/contract for a 
temporary pastoral relationship was put on the Presbytery of Arkansas’ website presbyark.org 
under the “Resources” tab and “COM Resources,” replacing an earlier version. 
 
The covenant/contract between Rev. David Schirer and Mountainburg Presbyterian Church, was 
approved, but without permission to administer the sacraments or moderate the session, and MWS 
Terry McClellan will continue to moderate the session.   
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Section E – Attachment I 

MWS Sara Anne Berger’s Statement of Faith 
 

I believe that the eternal God is the Creator of everything that is, was and will be. I believe that 
God is sovereign over all creation. I believe that God created human beings in the image of God. 
I believe that human beings rebelled against God and fell into sinfulness.  

I believe, therefore, that God, with divine mercy, ordained a plan for salvation of sinful creatures, 
which came to full fruition in the life of Jesus Christ. I believe that Jesus the man lived and died 
in the historical time and place of the 1st century CE, but that while on earth he remained the 
sovereign Son of God. I believe that as an eternal being, Jesus the Christ is co-eternal and beyond 
time and place along with God and the Holy Spirit within the Holy Trinity. I believe that Jesus 
died on the cross in that particular time and place, but that his death atoned for humanity’s sin and 
so he is not only a human man, but is the Messiah of the people of God. I believe his role as 
Messiah and Son of God were fulfilled in his resurrection from the dead. I believe that the 
resurrection made him victorious over all death, and demonstrates to human beings that they too 
are victors and that their salvation is secure through faith in him.  

I believe that this act of atonement, on behalf of humanity and its sinfulness, facilitated the grace 
of God being fully given to God’s creatures. I believe that faith in the grace of God which comes 
through the atoning death of Jesus Christ is the only thing needed for human beings to be assured 
of their eternal salvation. I believe that grace is given through God’s divine decree and cannot be 
taken away from a person or lost by that person. I believe that human beings do nothing which 
merits this grace, and it is solely God’s prerogative to have ordained a gracious plan for salvation 
for all creatures. I believe that a creature cannot reject the grace of God given through Jesus 
Christ’s death on the cross once that grace has been extended.  

I believe that the grace of God is fully extended by the Holy Spirit’s workings in the world, making 
humans aware of the salvation that has already been achieved for them in the death of Jesus Christ. 
I believe that the Holy Spirit, as part of the Trinity, then gives humanity the ability to work for 
God’s purposes in the world, and to seek God’s will, while remaining sure of their salvation. I 
believe that the Holy Spirit inspires the Church to worship and work as people who have faith in 
God and Jesus Christ. I believe that the Church’s sacraments of baptism and communion bring the 
people of faith into closer relationship with God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. I believe the 
sacraments, as signs and seals, remind the Church of what has been done for them already by God, 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit and renew the people’s energy to do God’s work in the world 
today and change them in ways that they are able to do that work. I believe that God uses the 
people’s work to further God’s purposes for creation.  

 

 



 14 

Section E – Attachment II 

Necrology 
MWS Fred Taylor 

June 1, 1938 – May 10, 2020 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Fred Taylor, a member of the Presbytery of Arkansas, died on May 10, 2020 at Baxter 
Regional Medical Center in Mountain Home, Arkansas.  

  
Fred was born June 1, 1938, in Saint Louis, Missouri, the son of Andrew and Willie Wells 

Taylor. He married Norma Woodworth on May 31, 1959, in Ewing, Missouri. Fred was a U.S. 
Army veteran of the Vietnam War.  Fred lived in Bull Shoals and most recently in Mountain Home 
since moving from Granite City, Illinois, in 1991.  

  
Fred was ordained at the Vincent Avenue Baptist Church in Covina, CA in 1959 where he 

served as a youth director.  Fred received his Master of Divinity degree at Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary, his Master of Theology degree at Princeton Theological Seminary, and his 
Doctor of Ministry degree from Luther Rice Seminary.   Fred served two churches and taught for 
a year at St. Leo College before becoming a chaplain for 19 years in the United States Army, 
reaching the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He then worked for 4 years as a Religious Activities 
Coordinator for the U.S. Army Aviation Systems Command in St. Louis, Mo.   

  
Fred moved to Bull Shoals, Arkansas and served twice as pastor of Bull Shoals 

Presbyterian Church and transferred his ordination to the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Fred served 
for a year as mayor of Bull Shoals and served for 8 years as chaplain of the Civil Air Patrol, 
Auxiliary, United States Air Force.  Fred served as an interim pastor for the First Presbyterian 
Church of Mountain Home and returned to serve as supply pastor for the Bull Shoals Presbyterian 
Church in his retirement.   

  
Fred is survived by his wife, Norma Woodworth Taylor of Mountain Home, AR; son, 

Jeffrey (Lynne) Taylor of Belleville, IL; son, Kyle (Kerrie) Taylor of Enterprise, AL; daughter, 
Rebecca (Robert) Wilson of Lake City, FL; daughter, Diane Spurlin of Saint Louis, MO; 5 
grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren.  

  
Funeral Services for Fred were held 2:00 pm, Thursday, May 14, 2020, at the Presbyterian 

Church of Bull Shoals.  Due to CDC and Health Department Guidelines for COVID-19, seating 
was limited to 50 and masks were required. Burial was in the Kirby's Tucker Memorial Cemetery, 
Mountain Home, Arkansas. Military Honors were provided by the Hoevel-Barnett V.F.W. Post 
#1341 and United States Army Honor Guards.  
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Section F 

Report of the Committee on the Mission of the Church 
 

MWS Gordon Garlington 
Moderator 

 
Members serving on Mission of the Church for 2020 are: the Rev. Jan Butin (First United, 
Fayetteville), Mrs. Kristi Button (First United, Fayetteville), the Rev. Dr. Paul Fulks (First, Van 
Buren), the Rev. Dr. Gordon Garlington (H.R., home church Westover Hills, Little Rock), the Rev. 
Ainsley Herrick (First, Morrilton), Dr. Bruce Johnston (First, Batesville), Mrs. Emily Laurel (First, 
Benton), Dr. Sally Roden (First, Conway), and Ms. Vicky Rogerson (First, Springdale).  Staff 
resource is Julie Price, our new Presbytery Connector. 
 
The Committee met via Zoom on April 24, 2020. 
 
Joel Gill of Ferncliff Camp and Conference Center joined us, reporting that Ferncliff’s summer 
programs had been cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Joel also told of Ferncliff’s developing “Camp in a Box” for congregations and families in lieu of 
traditional camp and VBS experiences for children K-6th grade.  For more info or to order “Camp 
in a Box” kits, contact Emily Wernsdorfer (501-821-3063 or emily@ferncliff.org.   
 
As reported at our Presbytery meeting on March 7, 2020, Mission of the Church was looking 
forward to our first annual “Presbyterian Days of Serving, Connecting and Celebrating,” the 
week of September 27 – October 4.   
 
Regrettably, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, our Committee recommends that this 
special celebration of our Matthew 25 ministries be postponed until 2021.   
 
Remembering our Presbytery’s goal of building strong congregations that faithfully and effectively 
share the gospel through mission and ministry, our Committee looks forward to the day when we 
will be able to engage our congregations and communities in this way, carrying out and celebrating 
our ministries of compassion and justice! 
 
For those not at the March 6-7 meeting of Presbytery, “Presbyterian Days of Serving, Connecting 
and Celebrating” was to invite congregations to actively demonstrate our calling as disciples of 
Jesus Christ to share Christ’s love concretely with neighbors by choosing a day to participate in 
and highlight a mission project in their local community (new or continuing) and to celebrate their 
commitment to that ministry in worship on a given Sunday. 
 
An informative packet detailing “Presbyterian Days of Serving, Connecting and Celebrating” 
was passed out at our March 6-7 Presbytery meeting, containing initial information to help you 
begin planning with your Session.  Looking toward the future, if you would like additional copies 
of this packet, please contact Gordon Garlington (ggarlington3@hotmail.com). 
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Our gratitude to the Planning Team and others who have been working hard planning 
“Presbyterian Days of Serving, Connecting and Celebrating,” including Jan Butin, Emily Laurel, 
Mary Shaw, Renee Nestor, Mary Beth Lysobey, Kade Curry, Elizabeth Brinegar, Leslie Roper, 
Sally Roden, and Stewart Smith and Leslie Belden (Presbytery of Arkansas’ ministry staff). 
 
Our Committee was glad to welcome as our staff resource, Julie Price, our new Presbytery 
Connector.  Julie spoke about the kinds of things she hopes to be doing in her new position, among 
them providing virtual Christian education resources, the use of live streaming for Elder and 
Christian education training, assisting with grants and training for churches that are 
“virtually/cyberly” challenged, assisting parents with school aged children particularly stressed 
during the pandemic, as well as better ways for our congregations to share with each other 
ministries that are working for us.  Connecting and linking congregations all over the presbytery 
will be a priority.  Suggested to Julie was a gathering (“virtual,” perhaps) of Christian educators 
and others active in Christian education in our churches, enabling them to share ideas and support 
one another.  
  
Reports were shared from the “Corresponding Entities” assigned to our Committee:   Presbytery 
of Arkansas’ Black Caucus, Arkansas Presbyterian Pilgrimage, Ferncliff, Honduras Ministry 
Subcommittee, Presbyterian Disaster Preparedness and Response Subcommittee, Presbytery’s 
Resource Center and Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery.  Numerous events and activities of 
these groups had been postponed as a result of the pandemic.   
 
Julie Price reported on two gatherings of pastors, Commissioned Ruling Elders and church leaders 
last fall at Wynne and Greenwood which were well attended and from which positive feedback 
was received.  Another event offered resources and discussion for the Lenten season and VBS 
programming.  Julie will be developing online platforms to connect people, provide resources and 
build relationships.  
 
Appreciation was again expressed to the congregations that have returned the survey from our 
Committee and the Committee on Mission and Vision.  We continue learning from the surveys 
about the needs of congregations, as well as to celebrate and share ideas and ministries that are 
working well.  
  
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Committee voted to postpone all PLACE (Presbyterian 
Leadership Academy for Congregational Enrichment) events until 2021, appointing a task force 
to plan toward those events:  Jan Butin, Mary Shaw, Kristi Button and the Rev. Ainsley Herrick  
  
Our next meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 17th at 11:00 AM via Zoom.  
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