Commissioned Ruling Elder Process

All candidates for Commissioned Ruling Elder in the Presbytery of Arkansas shall engage in the
process outlined below.

1. Along with filling out the application, the candidate must provide a letter of recommendation
from their pastor (or session, when no pastor is serving that particular congregation)
regarding maturity of faith and leadership skills.

2. The candidate must complete appropriate educational requirements determined in
consultation with the Committee on Preparation for Ministry.

3. During, or upon completion of course work, candidates will complete the following:

a.
b.

Submit a personal statement of faith and sense of call to ministry.

Develop and teach a two to four-week scripture-based class for Sunday school or other
church function. Submit a full report to the committee that includes: information on the
gathering (dates, size, etc.), preparation notes, conversation notes, and personal
reflections on the experience.

Attend two Presbytery of Arkansas meetings.

Read either Presbyterian Questions, Presbyterian Answers by Donald McKim or
Holding Faith by Cindy Rigby and give a brief written summary of how these books
have enhanced the candidate’s understanding and application of Reformed Theology
and practice.

Prepare, deliver, and submit in written form to the Committee on Preparation for
Ministry two sermons.

4. Upon notification of the committee to do so, the candidate will complete a written exam in
the areas of Theology, Bible, Polity, Worship and Sacraments.

* Assignment to churches will be under the purview of the Committee on Ministry*



